5) QURAN AND PROPHET MOHAMMAD(SAW)
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(1): INTRODUCTION:

WHAT IS MOHAMMAD (SAW):

Early Life: Facing challenges of life: LS liabu \S sailia < Sy Ky Al

Muhammad (Abt al-Qasim Muhammad, original name) was born on 22 April 571 AD in the city of Mecca and died
in Medina on 8 June 632 AD. (571 AD - 632 AD). Muhammad's father Abdullah died due to illness almost six
months before he was born. Muhammad lost his biological mother Amina (in 576 AD) to illness and became an
orphan. For the next two years, until he was eight years old, Muhammad was under the guardianship of his paternal
grandfather Abdul Mutallib, of the Banu Hashim clan until his death (in 578 AD). He then came under the care of
his uncle Abu Talib. While still in his teens, Muhammad used to accompany his uncle on trading journeys to Syria,
gaining experience in commercial trade, which was the only career open to him as an orphan. Due to his upright
character during this time, he acquired the nickname ““al-Amin,” meaning “faithful, trustworthy,” and “al-Sadiq,”
meaning “truthful.” When he was twenty-five, he married Khadijah in 595 AD. At that time, Khadijah was twice
widowed and forty years old.
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Highest Degree of Patience and Resilience: gdaw (u i (A8 (S jua:

Khadijah, Muhammad’s first and only wife for the 25 years up to her death in 619 CE, she was about 65 years old.
In 619 AD, the “Year of Sorrow”, the Prophet # lost both his uncle Abu Talib and wife Khadijah within a 40-day
span. Khadijah (ra) and Muhammad (s) were the parents of six children - four daughters and two sons. His first son
Qasim died at the age of two. His second son Abdullah died in infancy. The four daughters were: Zainab died at the
age of 30 years, Ruqayyah (died in 624 AD , aged 23), Umm Kulthum (died in 630 AD, aged 27yrs) and Fatimah (ra).
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(2): WHY MOHAMMAD *25 WAS CHOSEN FOR PROPHETHOOD AND RASOOL:
Following are some special characteristics of Mohammad A m TR Chagad ald tia S daaa
(i): Mohammad ¥ Exceptional Character: )38 (Jsara 5 daaa
Before revelation, he was already known among his people as:: = )i (3 = S U p B S oy ¢ L i (g
e (i). Al-Amin (The Trustworthy) (ii). As-Sadiq (The Truthful)
Qalam-68:4.j‘}And indeied, you are}: :)f a great m(/)ritl charactsrl.” — Saheeh International
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(4) great (of) a moral surely (are) And indeed, you
character
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(ii): His Spiritual Search for Truth: (&6 Al g, S Al
Before revelation, he used to perform Tahannuth (spiritual retreat) in the Cave of Hira. He disliked idolatry and
injustice and was searching for truth, <y ey ¢ 5 S LS (alsie) Jlsg)) Gigiada el a Jle Lo _w s
L L) e O3 (S G ) L S dils S dlaills ) (i
Ad-Duha-93:7-8. “Did He not find you unguided (wandering, lost, searching without knowing destination) then
guided you? And did He not find you needy then satisfied your needs? — Dr. Mustafa Khattab.
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Linguistic Explanation: In Arabic, dalal (¥Us) can mean: (i).-To lose one’s way physically (like losing a road) (ii) To
be unaware of something (iii). To search without knowing the destination.) : = W 5 ~ llae 1S (Vi) A 3 e i (
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Commentary of Al-Tabari: Al-TabarT and Al-Qurtubi record several interpretations:
e (i)You were unaware of the path of Prophethood. (ii). You were among people who were astray — and
Allah guided you. (iii) You were searching for truth — and Allah directed you to it.

(iii): ALLAH GUIDES WHO TURNS TO HIM: -2 S £ 92, dish S ol g = W Syl 4
Ash-Shura-42:13. “Allah chooses to Himself those whom He pleases and guides to Himself those who turn (to Him).”
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Inabah means turn to Allah. Inabah (&Y' in Arabic refers to turning to Allah frequently, eagerly, and with repentance.
Raad-13:27: “Say, [O Muhammad], "Indeed, Allah leaves astray whom He wills and guides to Himself whoever
turns back [to Him]. [Khattab]
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ALLAH CHOSE MOHAMMAD #2 ; #& 8Ulslebessesf
According to Islamic tradition, Prophet Muhammad was chosen as a Prophet and Messenger (Rasool) at the age
of 40, which corresponds approximately to the year 610 CE when first revelation of Quran started in Ghare-Hira
and after 15-40 days second revelation of 74:1-8 took place.
Scholars explain:

e Nabi (Prophet): One who receives revelation.

o Rasiil (Messenger): One who is commanded to publicly convey a new law/message.
Many scholars say:

e He became Nabi with the first revelation (Surah Al-‘Alaq 96:1-5).

e He became Rasiil when he was commanded to proclaim openly:
“0O you who covers himself, arise and warn!” (Qur’an Mudassir- 74:1-8. [Read below.]
Haj-22:75. “Allah selects messengers from both angels and people, for Allah is truly All-Hearing, All-Seeing.”
— Dr. Mustafa Khattab.

P - 7% e (97 Y 4 L P iad » Z
W) S Bnle Wl &) WU Ly W i L Wl W

- -
(75) All-Seer (is)AN-Hearer Allah Indeed themankind andfrom Messengers the Angels from chooses  Allah
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Baqra-2:185. “Ramadan is the (month) in which was sent down the Qur'an as a guide to mankind also clear (Signs)
for guidance and judgment (between right and wrong).
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and the Criterion  [the] Guidance  of andc\earproof-s formankind aGuidance theQuran therein was revealed (is)that (of) Ramadhaan Month
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MERCY OF THE WORLD: < S Lida



Anbiya-21:107-108. “We have sent you "O Prophet’ only as a mercy for the whole world. Say, “What has been
revealed to me is this: “Your God is only One God.” Will you then submit?”” [Khattab]
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(107) for the worlds a mercy (as) but We have sent you And not
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(108) submit (to Him) vou so will One God(is) yourgod that tome itisrevealed Only Say
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Surah-3: 164. “Indeed, Allah has done the believers a 'great' favour by raising a messenger from among them-
reciting to them His revelations, purifying them, and teaching them the Book and wisdom. For indeed they had
previously been clearly astray. - Mustafa Khattab
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(164) clear (the) error certainly in before (that) from they were although and the wisdom the Book and teaching them and purifying

them
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¢ Tafsir al-Baghawi & Ibn Kathir: Tazkiyah includes::on Jebd e mS 351 )88 Gl ) s saal) s
())Purifying from shirk (ii).Removing bad morals (lying, injustice, pride). (iv).Cultivating taqwa and sincerity. (iii)
“Teaching them the Book and Wisdom (&x&alil i P

# Mening of “Wisdom (Hikmah)”: The Cambridge dictionary meaning of wisdom is: the ability to make good
Jjudgments based on what you have learned from your knowledge or experience.

e I
(3): WORLD SCHOLAR’s OPINION ABOUT MOHAMMAD ELRYr Alphonse de Lamartine (d. 1869), a
French historian, skillfully put it: If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the three
criteria of human genius, who could dare to compare any great man in modern history with Muhammad?
Michael Hart, the contemporary American historian who authored The 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential
Persons in History, succinctly illustrates this mind-boggling success story as follows:
My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's most influential persons may surprise some readers and may
be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the religious and
secular levels. Of humble origins, Muhammad founded and promulgated one of the world’s great religions and
became an immensely effective political leader.
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(4): HOW MOHAMMAD' iy RECEIVED DIVINE LIGHT? §15: Jaala S o) 558 oS ez
REVELATION OF QURAN: ¢/ 8 Js

Mohammad Reflected on Creation: -uS )& s (3135 5 3asa

The Qur’an later emphasizes reflection as a path to knowing Allah:

“Indeed in the creation of the heavens and the earth... are signs for people of understanding.” (3:190)

On going towards Meena from Makkah we will find a mountain named "Jabal-e-Noor". On the top of this mountain
(1-2 hours arduous climb, One must climb 890 feet to the summit. That’s like climbing the stairs of a 90-story
building) there is a cave which is known as "HIRA". It was only two miles from Makkah, a small cave four yards
long and 1.75 yards wide. Necessity and pure desire in life pave a way for change. The prevalent situations of
Mecca led Mohammed to seclude his life and ponder over the burning problems of society. The Noble Prophet
(s.a.w.) was still living among an extremely backward people who were devoid of any traces of civilization, litracy
and humanity. These hard conditions severely tormented his pure soul. He observed nothing in that society but the



darkness of ignorance. Mostly, he was thinking and meditating on the Greatness of God, and seeking to escape the
social ills that dominated Meccan society at the time, including abuse and neglect of women, idolatry, an unfair
balance of wealth, and abuse of those living in poverty. He used to seclude himself to the cave of Hira and engaged
therein in deep devotion and meditation for many nights before he went to his house.

Corresponding to 610 CE (or, AD) in the month of Ramadhan( probably on 27" of Ramadan), the Prophet had
retreated in Hira’, the most pious angel of Almighty Allah syedna Jibrael allihi salam came in this cave

and requested prophet sallalla ho allihi wasalam ----"READ"---- ( Its' actual arabic word is IQRA which means
read). Prophet said, "I don't know how to read". Jibrael (AH) pressed Muhammad (S. A. W.) chest three times and
delivered the first Surah 96:1-5 of Holy Quran "AL-ALAQ". Syedna Muhammad (S. A. W.) learnt this Surah by heart.
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First Revelation/ Command — Surah Al-"Alaq (The Clot): One Night in a Cave that Changed
History Forever: (b du o S sdaa S 7 )8 5 e Gl SOl e Jle @l 350 - oSa/oa s oo

Alag- 96:1-5. “Read in the name of your Lord who created -created man from a clot. Read: for your Lord is Most
Bountiful, who teaches Ilm by the pen, teaches man that which he/ knew not.”
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Explanation by 1bn Kathir:

.’:H’é-u)olc. Ufs,’/L::Tbe'aaC’:;;’Okﬁ.sca}‘g’d’.u}fuﬁ'é_vzOl_f('ﬁé'_v)'a'{/’é_(t __.4.';_'

OQC’?%:&E&Q:J@)Q'@ V*Ogla?)én

Explanation by Ibn Kathir: The Honor and Nobility of Man is in His Knowledge:
These Ayat inform of the beginning of man's creation from a dangling clot, and that out of Allah's generosity He
taught man that which he did not know.As per above verse, Pen is used both for the purpose of acquisition as well as
dissemination of knowledge . “Thus, Allah exalted him and honored him by giving him knowledge, and it is the
dignity that the Father of Humanity, Adam, was distinguished with over the angels.”
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There is a difference between education and knowledge. Education is the lowest stage of knowledge.-
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Prophet Moihammad (2257 \yas chosen to receive and transmit the Qur'an, the literal word of God, through the
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The main theme of the Quran is the worship of one God (Allah) and living a righteous life according to His
guidance/command through prophets, with the ultimate mission to lead people to a belief in the oneness
(monotheism) of God, an eternal afterlife, and a compassionate society.
The Qur’an was not sent down as a complete book in one revelation rather the revelation spanned over a period of
23 years, from 610 A.D. to 632 A.D. the year of his death. The revelation lasted for about 23 years in which the
Quran was sent down in response to the development of events and in accordance with the sequence needed to
complete the transmission of the Message.
(5): Interruption of Revelation: S9lS (2
Ibn Sa‘d reported on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the Revelation paused for a few days-about 15 - 40 days. [Fath
Al-Bari 1/27,12/360
SECOND REVELATION: (a3 lmgd
74. Surah Al Muddaththir (The Cloaked One): it
Mudassir-74:1-7. “O thou wrapped up (in a mantle). Arise and deliver thy warning! And thy Lord do thou
magnify. And thy garments keep free from stain! And all abomination shun. Nor expect in giving any increase (for
thyself). But for thy Lord's (Cause) be patient and constant” [ Yusuf Ali]
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(6)  (to) acquire more confer favor And (do) not () avoid  And uncleanliness (4)  purify Andyourclothing

(7)  be patient And for your Lord
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(6): PIOUS HEART FREE FROM EVILS: <SU —w ) 2 J3 0 8k

Ash-Shuara-26.:88-89. “"The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail. But only he (will prosper) that brings
to Allah a sound (pure, free from evils) heart.” [ Yusuf Ali]

[NOTE: Evils are pride, greed, lying, deceit, enmity, anger, jealousy, backbiting, breaking ties etc. all lead to Hell.]
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(89) sound with aheart Allah (to) comes who (he) Except

Translation by Ibn Kathir:
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