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(1). INTRODUCTION: ;i led
WHY AND HOW KNOWLEDGE: als —wsS )9 098
In our previous post, we have studied “1-Mission of Elmdeen”, “2-Deen, Religion and Islam”,”’3-What is Allah Why
is Allah,” “4-Quran on proofs of existence of God”, and “5-Quran and Prophet Mohammad (SAW)”. Here we will
now study — “6-Quran on faith (Imaan) and believer (Momin)” which are also available on our website
www.Elmdeen.com. Here we will study 7- Quran on knowledge and wisdom.
Hunger, disease, self-esteem, safety and ignorance necessitate the quest of knowledge.
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“The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a fool.” William Shakespeare.
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“Ignorance is the curse of God; knowledge is the wing wherewith we fly to heaven.” William Shakespeare.
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“If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” Sir Isaac Newton.
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Our goal is to study the Qur’anic Intellectual and Spiritual Ladder of life:
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Knowledge — Reason — Wisdom — Right Action/Ethical living

Level Function

Knowledge Knowing facts

Reason Understanding facts
Wisdom Using knowledge correctly

Right Action Ethical living with righteous action
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The Quran heavily emphasizes reasoning, logic, and critical thinking, urging believers to contemplate nature and
scripture rather than following blindly. It uses rational, inductive (Quran-39:/8), and analogical arguments, directing
humanity over 750 times in Quran verses to use their intellect (tafakkur, tadabbur) (Qur’an 13:3) to recognize God
and truth.
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Let us first know the meaning of some important words/terms::m s (Jine S Gladlaal/Lall ol g28 Ly
Dictionary meaning of: . —ize S <uif

Educate means: to provide with information; to train by formal instruction and supervised practice especially in a
skill, trade, or profession.

e i b et G S gy sk Gald Ui a5 e ) S (e (RS ) sl Sl adalialy U S ol 5 e slas 1y allas 1S alas
Understanding means: a mental grasp; the power or capacity of comprehending especially of any subject.
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Knowledge means: the theoretical or practical understanding of a subject; the circumstance or condition

of apprehending truth or fact through reasoning.
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Education is the process of learning skills, and values, while knowledge is the understanding and awareness of a
subject or information.
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Intelligence: mental brightness or powers; rational power.<8Ua lie ¢l b CSan (3 1cilid


http://www.elmdeen.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/apprehend

Reason: (:~>5): Reason is a cause or an explanation for something that has happened or for something that somebody

has done. - =2 WS S S L s sa o Calasbaay (S i Sy
Reason (v) means to form conclusions, or judgments from facts or premises.
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According to Aristotle, a person who wants to convince another may appeal to that person’s reason (logos), ethics (ethos) or
emotion (pathos).
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Reasoning (JY3iu)) - Reasoning is drawing conclusions from evidence, or grounds. It involves developing logical
arguments to deduce or infer conclusions. Reasoning may be classified into inductive reasoning and deductive reasoning.
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Argument (J13): means a reason or set of reasons given in support of an idea, action or theory.
An argument is the process by which one explains how a conclusion was reached.
For example, “If I dance all night, then I get tired. I danced all night. Therefore, I got tired.”
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Logic: 3hic : The term "logic" came from the Greek word logos, which is sometimes translated as "sentence", "discourse",
"reason", "rule", and "ratio". Briefly speaking, we might define logic as the study of the principles of correct reasoning.
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Think: to use one's brain actively to form connected ideas. to use the brain to decide to do something.
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Reflect or ponder or meditate: think deeply or carefully about; to send back light, heat, energy, or sound firom a surface.
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Wisdom (4<s) is the ability fo use your knowledge and experience to make good decisions and judgments:
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Wealth means: an abundance of valuable possessions or money, or property, or other riches like knowledge.
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Science: the study of and knowledge about the physical world and natural laws.
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Technology means: the application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes, especially in industry; the branch
of knowledge dealing with engineering or applied sciences.
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Good: meaning of good is that which is morally right; righteousness; benefit or advantage to someone or something.
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QURAN MENTIONES THESE WORDS: - — U_S ,S3 S Bl o)) of @
The word(s) "knowledge" appears 180 tirr}egs) in 176 verse(s) in Quran; the word(s) "wisdom" appears 87 time(s) in

86 verse(s) in Quran; the word(s) "pray, SM\" appears 169 time(s) in 149 verse(s) in Quran; the word "reason" appears 25
time(s) in 25 verse(s) in Quran; the word "reflect” appears 10 time(s) in 10 verse(s) in Quran; the word(s) "good" appears 315
time(s) in 287 verse(s) in Quran; the word(s) "righteousness" appears 81 time(s) in 79 verse(s) in Quran; the word(s) "strive"
appears 39 time(s) in 35 verse(s) in Quran; the word(s) "seek" appears 99 time(s) in 96 verse(s) in Quran, all in Abdullah Yusuf
Ali translation. The Quran contains 114 chapters (surahs) and typically 6,236 verses (ayahs) according to the widely used
Hafs/Kufi enumeration.
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE: : 5% (e ple ) ) aulas
There is a difference between education and knowledge. Education is the lowest stage of knowledge.
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Quran has used and mentioned the word “Knowledge” and NOT education but most of us acquire education and failed to
acquire Knowledge, reason and wisdom. Thus, here most of us disobey Allah and entail Allah wrath.
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/brain
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/decide
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/send
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/light
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/heat
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/energy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sound
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surface
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/ability
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/your
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/knowledge
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/experience
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/decision
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/judgment
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Alaq 96.4: He Who taught Ilm (knowledge) by the Pen

Difference Between Knowledge and Education

Mental. Thinking Physical Process
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Knowledge is the understanding. Education is the learning. The parable of Blind menand an ele t
suggests that people tend to project thewr partal
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“Knowledge is power.” Knowledge is the wealth and it is the ultimate solutions of all human miseries, hunger,
poverty, disease and ignorance. Hunger, disease and ignorance necessitate the quest of knowledge.
“Knowledge without action is vanity. And action without knowledge is insanity”. (Imam Ghazalli)
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Thus, our feigning knowledge and half-baked knowledge have been main culprit of our degradation of civilization.
Let our each and every child get not only education but knowledge, wisdom, safety and scientific technology to come
out of the drudgery of greed, pride, division, lie, miseries and poverty.
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(2): BEGINNING OF KNOWLEDGE AND REASONING IN OUR CIVILIZATION:
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The concept of knowledge developed gradually in human history. Knowledge grew from practical survival awareness
to deep philosophical and scientific inquiry. Here is a clear historical stage-wise development of the concept.
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(Stage-A): Thales of Miletus on Knowledge and Reasoning: &l cil (ubigs jn Naiul gl ale 1(A) - Aase
Thales (c. 624-546 BCE) is considered one of the earliest philosophers of the Greek world and is often called the first natural
philosopher. He marked a turning point from mythological explanations to rational inquiry. weic. 624-546 BCE
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(i): Shift from Myth to Reason (Logos) in 600 years BCE: Cidd ci b S (553) aa g s ailedd] (1o prins Jid s 600
Before Thales, natural events (earthquakes, eclipses, floods) were explained through mythology.
Thales asked: Can nature be explained through rational causes instead of myths?
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This was revolutionary because: (i). He searched for natural principles (ii). He used observation and reasoning
(iii). He sought a single underlying cause (arche)
This began the tradition of explaining the world through logos (reason) rather than mythos (myth).
Thales used reasoning to establish geometric truths, such as:
(1). A circle is bisected by its diameter. (ii). Base angles of an isosceles triangle are equal (iii). The angle in a semicircle is a right
angle. (iv). The Basic Proportionality Theorem (BPT), or Thales' Theorem, states that if a line is drawn parallel to one side of a
triangle interseActing the other two sides, then it divides the two sides in the same ratio. In

/N\ABC, if DE || BC, then AD = AE .
B c DB EC
He applied proportional reasoning to measure the height of pyramids using shadows — showing knowledge can be
derived logically without direct measurement. =S =S Jiilay (S Sladgl (S pl pl S 58S Jleaiaad I8 Sl 5l
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(Stage-B): Knowledge in Ancient Greece:als g (Lig a8 :( B A ) -
Greek thinkers systematized rational inquiry. The systematic study of knowledge began in ancient Greece.
Socrates (469-399 BCE): “Know thyself”. -l s & s (e (s p aallae alaie IS ole LS alaie o€ cligas ie 5 op e (iges
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Thales%27+Theorem&rlz=1C1YTUH_enIN1060IN1060&oq=Basic+proportionality+theorem&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAYsQMYgAQyCggAEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgBEAAYgAQyDAgCEAAYQxiABBiKBTIMCAMQABhDGIAEGIoFMgcIBBAAGIAEMgwIBRAAGEMYgAQYigUyBwgGEAAYgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDYyNzBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiu8t7osPKSAxV-yTgGHccpLpsQgK4QegYIAQgAEA4

Emphasized self-knowledge. Famous statement: “/ know that I know nothing.”
He introduced critical questioning (Socratic Method).
Plato (427-347 BCE): Defined knowledge as “Justified True Belief.” Knowledge is recollection of eternal truths. In
his work Theaetetus, he explored: What is knowledge?
Aristotle (384-322 BCE): Knowledge comes from observation and logic.
This period laid the foundation for logic, metaphysics, and scientific reasoning.
Stage-C: Medieval Christian Thought:
Thomas Aquinas: Integrated Aristotle’s philosophy with Christian theology.
Knowledge was seen as harmony between faith and reason.
In Book of Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord.”
Christianity sees God as rational and invites humans to think and reflect.
Stage-(D): Modern Philosophy — Scientific Revolution:)-o &) (il — Al 338 3(D) e
Knowledge shifted toward scientific methods. The beginning of reasoning and logic in modern science is usually traced to the
period called the Scientific Revolution (16th—17th centuries). This is when systematic, logical, and experimental methods
replaced reliance on tradition and authority.
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¢ Francis Bacon Francis Bacon (1561-1626) revolutionized logic by rejecting Aristotelian deductive syllogisms in favor of a
systematic inductive method, detailed in his Novum Organum.
Emphasized inductive reasoning (from observation to general laws).

¢ René Descartes (1596 — 1650): Emphasized deductive reasoning and mathematical certainty.
Famous for: “Cogito, ergo sum” (I think, therefore I am). Tried to rebuild knowledge using strict logical doubt.

¢ Tsaac Newton (1643 — 1727): United observation, mathematics, and logical deduction. In Philosophia Naturalis Principia
Mathematica, he formulated laws of motion and gravity. Newton’s method became the model for modern scientific reasoning.
(3): WHY KNOWLEDGE: e (S
Stage-(E): Knowledge in Islamic Civilization) ale (e culi Sl
Beginning from Seventh Century AD before the Modern Scientific Revolution (16th—17th centuries).
Islam gave knowledge the spiritual and moral dimension. -s2 <y B/ 5l s g ) 58 ale 220l
The Quran begins with: “Read in the name of your Lord...” (Surah Al-‘Alaq 96:1)
In Islam, knowledge (‘ilm) became: (i).A religious duty (ii).A means to know Allah (iii)A path to moral excellence
Muslim scholars like [bn al-Haytham (Alhazen), 965-1039, Iraq; Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Al-Ghazali etc. expanded the
concept. Haytham propagated scientific methods and is known as the world's "first true scientist".
The earliest documented occurrence of the phrase "Knowledge is power" is from Imam Ali (599-661 AD), as recorded in the
tenth-century book Nahj Al-Balagha. Knowledge is a ruler and wealth is its subject.
1lliteracy, illusion, ignorance, pride and half-baked knowledge are the root causes which beget poverty, disease, greed,
oppression, female killing, riba and lie. Greed and pride produce chain reaction leading to lie, maneuver, land grabbing,
battle, destruction and death.
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Under these backgrounds prevalent in Arab worlds, Surah Alaq (96:1-5) was revealed to Prophet Muhammad # in 610 CE
during the month of Ramadan when he was 40 years old and in seclusion at the Cave of Hira near Mecca. This was the first
mercy from Allah to His servants beginning with knowledge before action.
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‘O my Lord!
Increase mein

my knowledge!"
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(3): First Revelation/ Command — Surah Al-"Alaq (The Clot): One Night in a Cave that Changed History
Forever: (L Ju o S o S &)U 5 Gea Gl Sl G Jle o G@lall 3 5m - Sa/oa s o

Alaq: 96.1. “Read in the name of your Lord Who created. 96.2: He created man from a clot.

96.3: Read: And thy Lord is the Most Bounteous, 96.4: He Who taught Ilm (knowledge) by the Pen

96.5: Taught man that which he knew not.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=inductive+method&rlz=1C1YTUH_enIN1060IN1060&oq=Francis+Bacon+on+Reasoning%2FLogic%3F&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCTIxMzgxajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfD9j9o365XkwZPndbYRTpNwoRFd_F98zz8O_oTrp7oXSTDbr11W2EX4FwTGM7Qk40dAQrB3-InO_gGZnTdlzksMh8mdWn3Yvqnhh-e_IGQPLfer5YMEgmfqNL0jeIlFL6U&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj13MOvkuWSAxVVWXADHR-XAMkQgK4QegQIARAB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibn_al-Haytham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahj_Al-Balagha
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Explanation by Ibn Kathir: The Honor and Nobility of Man is in His Knowledge:
These Ayat inform of the beginning of man's creation from a dangling clot, and that out of Allah's generosity He
taught man that which he did not know. As per above verse, Pen is used both for the purpose of acquisition as well
as dissemination of knowledge . “Thus, Allah exalted him and honored him by giving him knowledge, and it is the
dignity that the Father of Humanity, Adam, was distinguished with over the angels.”
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Why “Iqra” (Read/Recite) First? fussS g (La ) "s) A"
# Islam began with Knowledge, not Ritual
The first command was not:

e  Pray. Fast. Give charity
It was Read.
This shows that: Knowledge comes before action. As explained by Ibn Taymiyyah, correct action must be based on
correct knowledge.
(4): KNOWLEDGE COMES BEFORE ACTION: - = &l 1oy —u Jas ale
The principle “Knowledge comes before action” is a fundamental concept in Islam. It means that a person must first
learn what is right and true before acting, so that actions are correct, sincere, and beneficial. This principle is rooted
in the Qur’an and emphasized by classical Muslim scholars.
Evidence from the Qur’an:
First part of Tauhid is taken from Surah Mohammad-47:19 and second part from Fateh-48:29.
Muhammad - 47:19. “So know (O Muhammad) that Laa ilaaha illal-lah (none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah), and ask forgiveness for your sin and also for (the sin of) believing men and believing women. For Allah
"fully” knows your movements and places of rest "O people™.” — Dr. Mustafa Khattab.
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for your sin  and ask forgiveness Allah but god (thereis)no that[He] Soknow
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(19) and your resting  Your movement knows And Allah and the believing and for the believing
places women men
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Here, knowledge (“know”) is mentioned before action (“seek forgiveness”). Scholars say this verse clearly shows
that knowledge precedes speech and action. i
(5): QURAN ON IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE IN LIFE: O 2 3 Cual S ale (e S35

Knowledge is essential to understand the Qur’an. The Qur’an itself repeatedly teaches that true understanding
comes through knowledge, reflection, and reasoning.

(i): The Qur’an Was Revealed to Be Understood: :/s: 35 = =S —igaaw ol 8

Allah did not reveal the Qur’an merely for recitation, but for understanding, reflection and obedience.
Allah commands: Saad-38:29. “(Here is) a Book which We have sent down unto thee full of blessings that they
may meditate (ponder) on its Signs and that men of understanding may receive admonition (lesson).”
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Imran-3:7. “...... and none will grasp the Message except men of understanding.” — [A. Yusuf Ali]
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(7) {of) understanding men except will take heed And not
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(ii)Imran-3:18. “Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the angels and those of
knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise.” [Sahih International
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Him except god (thereis)no that[He] Allah Bears witness
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(18)  the All-Wise  the All- Mlgh(y Him except god (Thereis) no in justice s!andlng (of) [the] knowledge and owners
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Explanation by Ibn Kathir: --- Alal 15Tl g AUl g Y)Y 401 Al 0l

Allah bears witness that none has the right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and those having
knowledge (also bear witness to this). This Ayah emphasizes the great virtue of those who have knowledge.

(iii). Knowledge Strengthens Faith:

Faatir 35:28. “And among people and moving creatures and grazing livestock are various colors similarly. Only
those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Forgiving.”
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likewise [their] colors (are) various and the cattle and moving men  And among
creatures
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(28) Oft-Forgiving  (is) All-| Mighty Allah Indeed those who have Hisslaves among Allah  fear  Only

knowledge

Translation by Ibn Kathir:
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Al-Ghazali stated: Knowledge without faith leads to pride, Faith without knowledge leads to misguidance.
Quran commands/Orders on Knowledge and Wisdom:

Because of the importance of knowledge, Allah commanded His Messenger to seek more of it. Allah says):
(iv): Ta-Ha 20:114. “...and say: ‘My Lord! Increase me in knowledge’”
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(v). Prophet Ibraham prayed to Allah:
Ash-Shura-26:83. “O my Lord! bestow wisdom on me and join me with the righteous”

(Ash-Shura-26:83. ) QJJ_alLu_quj L;i_:-u_lg_,._au_)

wisdom
with the rightepus  joim me grant
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(vi). Bagra-2:269. “He granteth wisdom to whom He pleaseth; and he to whom wisdom is granted receiveth indeed
a benefit (good) ovelﬂowmgjv but none will grasp the Message but men of understanding (reason).” Yusuf Ali
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[the] wisdom isgranted and whoever Hewills (to)whom [the] wisdom He grants
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(269) (of)understandmg those except remembers Andnone abundant good heisgranted then certainly
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(vii): Mujadila: 58.11. “Allah will raise up to (suitable) ranks (and degrees) those of you who believe and who have
been granted Knowledge: and Allah is well-acquainted with all ye do.”
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PUNISHMENT FOR NOT USING UNDERSTANDING AND REASON. | 3 (oS =3 S A3 Jlaalil S aan g ) gnams
Araf-7:179. “Many are the Jinns and men We have made for Hell: They have hearts wherewith they understand
not, eyes wherewith they see not and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle nay more misguided.: for
they are heedless (ofwarmng) [Yusqull]
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they see (but) not (are)eyes and forthem withthem theyunderstand (but) not (are) hearts
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(are) like cattle  Those  withthem they hear (but)not (are)ears and forthem with them
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(179) (are) the heedless they Those (are) more astray they nay
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TO BE CONTINUED: (7-B) HOW KNOWLEDGE.
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