a1 QURAN ON THE NOBLE PERSON IN SIGHT OF ALLAH
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(1). INTRODUCTION: ;i jled
Our previous posts from serial one to ten are available on our free website www. Elmdeen.com which was launched
thirty days ago. Till today there are 5000 visitors which are shown on the last page. Articles and texts on knowledge

on DEEN based on Quran are being added day to day. Here we will study “11- Quran on the noble person in sight of Allah”.
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(2): BACKGROUND: Jkia oy

The following terminology will help us understand the above important topic of Deen.

(i).Deen refers to a comprehensive, all-encompassing "way of life" or “system of life)based on submission to Allah, covering
personal, socioeconomics, political, legal, and spiritual aspects. Islam is the specific Deen (system of obedience to Allah)
mandated by Allah, serving as the final, complete, and correct path that encompasses faith, worship, and social order.
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DEEN AND ISLAM: dﬁ o aSkal gl e

The two terms “Deen” (¢sdlf) and “Islam” (a3¥) are closely related, but they are not exactly the same. The difference is mainly
in scope and meaning. Deen literally means way or system of life whereas Islam literally means submission to the Will of Allah.
Thus, Islam is a specific religion within the broader concept of Deen. In brief, Islam is the Deen, and Deen is the broader concept
of a complete life system.
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(ii). DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE: (38 a3 S ale gl aulas

Dictionary meaning of: ; -ize S <uif

Educate means: to provide with information; to train by formal instruction and supervised practice especially in a skill, trade, or profession.
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Understanding means: a mental grasp; the power or capacity of comprehending, especially of any subject.
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Knowledge means: the theoretical or practical understanding of a subject; the circumstance or condition

of apprehending truth or fact through reasoning.
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Education is the process of learning skills, and values, while knowledge is the understanding and awareness of a subject or information.
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Intelligence: mental brightness or powers; rational power.<dUs Jlie ¢l L (San (3 1l

Reason: (:~>3): Reason is a cause or an explanation for something that has happened or for something that somebody has done.
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Reason (v) means to form conclusions, or judgments from facts or premises.
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There is a difference between education and knowledge. Education is the lowest stage of knowledge.
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Quran has used and mentioned the word “Knowledge” and NOT education but most of us acquire education and failed to
acquire Knowledge, reason and wisdom. Thus, here most of us disobey Allah and entail Allah wrath.
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Difference Between Knowledge and Education Alaq 96.4: He Who raught Ilm (knowledge) by the Pen

Physical Process 'E:.:f'.ué.,‘_lfufgi/'ht“&/é!{; 4“;
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V‘V Education + Understanding with Reasoning = Knowledge
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Education

Knowledge is the understanding. Education is the leaming
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QURAN ON IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE IN LIFE: (J 2 » il (S ale (e Zai)

Knowledge is essential to understand the Qur’an. The Qur’an itself repeatedly teaches that true understanding
comes through knowledge, reflection, and reasoning. % ) 35 O 3 = Gospaae S gaan S OB
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Knowledge Strengthens Faith: - — LS Jguda 5S Glay) ol

Faatir 35:28. “And among people and moving creatures and grazing livestock are various colors similarly. Only
those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Forgiving.
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likewise [their] colors (are) various and the cattle and moving men  And among
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(28) Oft-Forgiving (is) All-Mighty Allah Indeed those who have Hisslaves among Allah  fear  Only
knowledge

Translation by Ibn Kathir:
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O s JeJoinding
Imran-3:7. “...... and none will grasp the Message except men of understanding.” — [A. Yusuf Ali]
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ill take heed
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(iii). UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING OF “AND”, “OR” IN LOGIC AND QURAN:
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Understanding “AND” and “OR” in l()glc is fundamental to clear thinking, mathematics and even interpreting texts
carefully. The words AND, OR are called Logical connectives which combine simple statements into compound
statements, determining their truth value based on the components.
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In Qur’anic Interpretation: Logical connectors like “and” (s) and “or” (sl) are very 1mp0rtant in understanding
Quran verses. - o S il ki s () "W sl (5) "ol o S e oS ST ST G g i SIS
Conjunction: A conjunction is a word in English Grammar used to connect words, phrases, or clauses in a sentence,
acting as a "joining word" to improve flow and link ideas (e.g., and, but, or, because, s50).

Example: (i). Sruthi and I visited Gokarna last weekend. (ii). Do you have a rough notebook or at least a rough sheet of paper?
Compound Statement: A compound sentence in English Grammar is formed when two or more thoughts or ideas are connected in one sentence.

"Today is a vacation day and I sleep late."
"You can call me at 10 o'clock or you can call me at 2 o'clock.”
A compound sentence is true when both of its combined parts are true otherwise it is false.
Example: "2<6 and 3<6", which is true, since both statements "2<6" and "3<6" are true. The statement "2<6 and
3>6" is not true since one statement "3>6" is false.
Example of AND: The connective AND joins two statements or two conditions and is true only when both
statements are true.
e  Statement P: "It is raining"
e  Statement Q: "It is cold"
- Combined: "It is raining AND it is cold"
e True only if it is both raining and cold
e If one condition fails — whole statement becomes false.
Another Example. Water is a compound consisting of oxygen and hydrogen. Its chemical formula is,
2H: + 02 = 2H20. Thus, for making water, hydrogen and oxygen are both essential elements. We cannot prepare
water only with oxygen or only with hydrogen. ws! - = Us Jaidia s 055380 ) Gl a0 S 0 S - Jle 5 S
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Example in Quran:
Bagra-2:2-3. “This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah'. Who (i)
believe in the unseen, (ii) establish prayer, (iii).and spend out of what We have provided for them,”
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This Quran verse is a compound sentence which consists of three elements (i) belief in the unseen, (ii) establish
prayer, (iii).and spend out. For this compound sentence to be true and correct, that is to be self- conscious of Allah
(Motaqqi), all these three elements have to be true, that is, all these three parts/conditions must be fulfilled/done
otherwise one cannot be a pious person (Motaqqi) observing only one/two elements .
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Example of OR: The connective OR means at least one statement or condition is true.
e  Statement P: "I will study"
e Statement Q: "I will watch TV"
= Combined: "I will study OR I will watch TV"
o Trueif: Istudy ORIwatch TV
“You can have tea OR coffee.”
Example of “OR” (choice / alternatives)
Surah Al-Ma’idah (5:89) — expiation for broken oaths: Feed 10 poor people OR clothe them OR free a slave.
Logical Meaning:
e This is OR — you can choose any ONE option

e Not required to do all
(iv): (a). Look for Context and Content of the Quranic Verse: (b) Look for Historical Background and Time Period of the Verse.

(3): PURPOSE OF LIFE: WORSHIPPING ONE ALLAH AND SEEKING HIS PLEASURE:
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Seeking Pleasure of Allah is the main goal of life. Allah commands:

Zariyat-51:56. “I have only created Jinn and humankind that they may serve (worship) Me.”
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Explanation by Asad: Note - 38

Thus, the innermost purpose of the creation of all rational beings is (i) their cognition (ma'rifah, Cognitions are mental
activities that deal with knowledge.) of the existence of God and, hence, (ii) their conscious willingness to conform their
own existence to whatever they may perceive of His will and plan: and it is this two fold concept of cognition and
willingness that gives the deepest meaning to what the Qur'an describes as "worship" (‘ibadah).
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WHAT IS WORSHIP? £ — LS Cnle

Dictionary meaning of worship is: to have or show strong feeling of respect and admiration for God.

In Arabic, worship is called ‘*Ibaadah’, which is noun - ' 4bd’, meaning ‘a slave.’ A slave is one who is expected to
do whatever his master wills. In Islam, ibadah is “worship” which means obedience, submission and devotion to
the Will of God. Worship involves striving to please Allah through actions, thoughts, and intentions, both internally and externally.
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By its definition of “Worship”, it means obedience and submission to the will of God.”
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COMMAND (p£3) ON SUMISSION UNTO GOD: SAJDU 253
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In Arabic, Islam ( 23! ) meaning 'submission [to God]' is the verbal noun originating from the verb sl (salama) which forms a
large class of words mostly relating to concepts of submission, safeness, and peace.


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/strong
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/respect
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/admiration
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/god
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
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Alaq 96:19. “No! Do not obey h1m (Abu J ehal who sees himself self-sufficient). But prostrate and draw near [to Allah].”

& u_/\B\ .X;-_:uj 33 ‘ 2 &F \)\/g
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In the Qur’an, Sujid has both meaning: (i) Physical meaning — placing the forehead on the ground in prayer (Salah)
(i1) Spiritual meaning — complete submission to Allah’s Will (Commands of Allah)
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Bagra-2:208. “O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely [and perfectly] (submit yourselves

wholly unto God) and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.” — Saheeh International
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(208) open anenemy (is) foryou Indeed, he (of)the Shaitaan footsteps

T ranslfltion by Ibn Kathir:
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Explanation by Ibn Kathir: Entering Islam in its Entirety is obligated: Allah says:
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O you who believe! Enter Silm perfectly means: Allah commands His servants who believe in Him and have faith in His
Messenger to implement all of Islam's legislation and law, to adhere to all of its commandments, as much as they can, and to
refrain from all of its prohibitions. Explanation by Ibn Kathir:
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THINK:

1t is clear from above Ayat Baqra-2:208, that Muslim must obey all commands /orders/Ahkam of Allah apart from
Six Articles of Faith and Five Pillars of Islam. Those who do not obey, they will commit sin and accordingly be
punished in this life and after life.
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WORSHIP, BELIEF, SUBMISSION AND KNOWLEDGE:
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Hajj-22:54. “And so those who were given knowledge may know(learn) that it (Quran) is the truth from your Lord
and [therefore] believe in it, and their hearts humbly submit to it (Quran). And indeed is Allah, the Guide of those

who have believed to a straight path.” — Saheeh International
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(Hajj-22:54) O Fihsd_ S s i AS il
Al-Ghazali stated: Knowledge without faith leads to pride, Faith without knowledge leads to misguidance.
Knowledge required for worshiping Allah and understanding Quran::ale s 0 — S —eSau ol 3l Cale S 4



Knowledge (NOT education) makes us understand and comply with the Quran and to compete, survive and secure
safety in the world. “I (Allah) warn you (Noah) so you do not fall into ignorance, (Hud-11:46).” “For the worst of
beasts in the sight of Allah are the deaf and the dumb those who understand not (Anfall-8:22).
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Acquiring knowledge is a worship of Allah because it enables Muslims to understand and practice their faith
correctly, fulfilling their obligations, obedience and submission to the commands of their Creator.

Acquiring knowledge is an act of worship in Islam, a religiously obligated pursuit to understand and draw nearer to Allah.
Knowledge ---- 2Worship---- 2 Faith 2 Taqwa ---- 2 Righteousness 2Submission to Allah-- =2 Salvation.
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QURAN ON DEEDS AND EFFORTS: O _y (peddisS g/ Jlas )
Anaam-6:132. “ To all are degrees (or ranks) according to Vtheir deeds: for thy Lord is not unmindful of anything that they do.”  [Yusuf]
(Anam-6:132) Fpalaag Be sk, B 5 g Iades 55 B0 555 0SS

they do they did will be degree Anm
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The main themes of the Quran are the absolute Oneness of God (Allah), Quran being the divine book, the
importance of worship and obedience and submission to the Will of Allah, the seeking of Allah pleasure, the
existence of an Afterlife and Judgment Day, the role of prophets and divine revelation, and the importance of social justice.

Now we will try to understand the meaning and significance of the above topic which comprise the most important terms-
(i) Faith (ii) Piety-Taqwa and (iii) Righteous Deed. We have already studied faith in our previous post of 6- Quran on
faith (Imaan) and believer (Momin). Here we will have a brief.
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FOUNDATION OF ISLAM: 2L S 25/

The very foundation of Islam is based on the concept of “faith” called “Imaan” in Arabic.

Meaning of Faith (Imaan): asda S Sl

Dictionary meaning of:

Faith means: complete confidence in someone or something; a feeling of trust that something will be successful (or hopeful). It
involves the heart, trust, and action. It usually produces commitment and loyalty.
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The Arabic word for faith, ‘eman,” comes from the root word ‘aman,” which means safety/security. “Faith” (al-
iman) in the Arabic language also means to affirm something and to comply with it.
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Belief: Belief means an acceptance that something exists or is true, especially one without proof. Belief does not automatically
translate into action. 25 (e Jas 3633 3 & Oy - =S Qs i sk ald el s i SIS A m llas € G torie
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FAITH AND BELIEF: (3 ¢ 2 =S Oy ) saiie

Faith is active trust, commitment, and action based on conviction, while belief is the intellectual acceptance or
mental agreement that something is true. Belief is the internal, often passive root, while faith is the external, active
expression or "fruit" of that belief in action.

Faith is an active, deep-seated trust or commitment, often enduring despite uncertainty or lack of evidence, while
belief is the intellectual acceptance of something as true. Belief is a state of mind, whereas faith is a commitment
that often results in action. Essentially, faith involves acting on what you believe.
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/feeling
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/trust
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/successful

For example: (i)A person may believe that Allah exists. (ii) But faith means obeying Allah, praying, doing good deeds, and
trusting Him in difficulties.
Simple Illustration: Imagine a bridge: ;S sl & Jy Sol 1l sales
e Belief = You think the bridge can hold your weight. - — U S5 )5S <l dy e Ja = =
e Faith = You actually walk across it. -ux —ia Jb S () 285 ol = Gl
What is Faith in Islam? ¢ = WS (bl (e aSkal

In Islam, faith is called Iman (cled). It is not just belief in the heart, but a combination of belief, affirmation, and
action. In Islamic theology, /maan is defined as a three-part commitment that is not just intellectual, but active:
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(1).Belief in the Heart: A sincere, internal conviction of truth. (ii). Affirmation by the Tongue: Publicly declaring or voicing this
faith. (iii). Action with the Limbs: Reflecting these beliefs through righteous deeds and physical worship.

Let us try to understand what Quran commands on faith.

FAITH (IMAAN) AND DEED (AMAL) RELATIONSHIP: ~i& ) (Jal) dee 5l (o)

In Islam, faith (Iman) and action (Amal) are intrinsically linked and mutually reinforcing.

True faith is not merely an internal belief but manifests in outward actions, and good actions, in turn, strengthen
one's faith. This interconnectedness is emphasized in the Quran and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him). Cled b -0 0 Cusii 58 o 3 Sl sl (o s G o sk (Bl (Jal) dee sl (Ola) Gl e 230
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Bagra-2:285. “The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his Lord, and [so have] the believers.
All of them have believed in (i)Allah and(ii) His angels and (iii)His books and (iv)His messengers, [saying], "We
make no distinction between any of His messengers." And they say, '""We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your
forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destination.'f— Saheeh International. [Slmllar Verse-Nisa-4:136]
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(285) (is)thereturn andtoYou our Lord (Grant) us Your Jand we obeyed We heard | And they said His messengers of any between
forgiveness
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Explanation by Ibn Kathir: Allah's statement, And they say, "We hear, and we obey," - Ladal g U 1505
means, we heard Your statement, O our Lord, comprehended and implemented it, and adhered

to its implications. -Gle sl lu S as nS (i 5S35l = Gle i IS Al
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(4): Quran Definition of True Believer (Momin): < 25 A & S Gage —au

WHO IS MOMIN? € = O35S (e

A Momin (:ro0éo0) means a true believer—someone whose faith (Iman) is not only in words but deeply rooted in the
heart and shown through actions. The Qur'an describes a Momin with clear qualities.

Huzurat-49:14-15. “"Some of” the nomadic Arabs say, “We believe.” Say, "O Prophet,” “You have not believed. But
say, ‘We have submitted,” for faith has not yet entered your hearts.! But if you obey Allah and His Messenger
"wholeheartedly”, He will not discount anything from "the reward of™ your deeds. Allah is truly All-Forgiving, Most
Merciful. The "true” believers are only those who(i) believe in Allah and(ii) His Messenger—never doubting—
(iii)and strive with their wealth and their lives in the cause of Allah. They are the ones true in faith.” [
Khattab]
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and His Messenger Allah youobey Butif yourhearts in the faith entered and has not yet We have submitted  say but youbelieve Not Say We believe the Bedouins Say
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(do) not then and His Messenger inAllah believe (are) those who the believers  Only (14)  Most Mmc\,u, (is) Oft-Forgiving Allah Indeed anything yourdeeds of He will deprive you not
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(15)  (are) the truthful  [they] Those  (of) Allah (thc)way in and their lives with their wealth  but strive doubt
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Translation by Ibn Kathir in Englisll: ......... but strive for the cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives,
P WER FOWES T - S0
meaning, they gladly gave away their life and the most precious of their wealth in obedience to Allah

as a means of seeking His pleasure.
In short: Belief in Allah, Messenger, Unseen + Give away life and Wealth in the way of Allah = True Momin.
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\Meaning of Wealth: Wealth means: "Anything which is useful, directly or indirectly for satisfying human wants”
Wealth means-Much money or property; great amount of worldly possessions including knowledge; riches.
(5): BELIEVERS AND DECEIVERS: : 13 53 X383 gl (90

These Believing in Allah and the Last Day are NOT Believers but Deceivers.

s b S S ege s 6S) Gladl n AT g sl Al m

Bagra-2:8-10. “And of the people are some who say, "We believe in Allah and the Last Day," but they are not

believers. They [think to] deceive Allah and those who believe, but they deceive not except themselves and perceive
[it] not. In their hearts is disease, so Allah has increased their disease;! and for them is a painful punishment because

they [habitually] used to lie.” — Sahech International

Footnote — 1. The "disease" mentioned here includes doubt, hypocrisy, arrogance and disbelief.

Jl;’;'ulu["]_f_nuﬁilib‘_ lu:d.?’;)gguzizub_f Iz u)Lng’!{dQﬁlﬂuz;Z':Jﬂ =;~)~_:;;
(. 2t o se s P o s Vs ELs Z e 562 sl tisls

(e et bnd Lifle Sl guplen LSt JoindSie Lunlr
Yusuf Ali Translation Note Number : 33
We now come to a third class of people, the hypocrites. They are untrue to themselves, and therefore their hearts are
diseased (ii. 10). The disease tends to spread, like all evil. They are curable but if they harden their hearts, they soon
pass into the category of those who deliberately reject light.
(6). HOW FAITH IS STRENTHENED? - — U 5 b soias S el
Faith and Good Deed (Righteousness): zlba dec 5l Jlail
Imran-3:92. “By no means shall ye attain righteousness (in Arabic, “albirra”, piety, Neki) unless ye give (freely,

spend) of that which ye love; and whatever ye give of a truth, Allah knoweth it well.” — A. Yusuf Ali
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(92) (is) All-Knowing ofit Allah thenindeed athing of youspend Andwhatever youlove fromwhat youspend until [the] righteousness will you attain Never
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PROPHET IBRAHIM’S STRONG FAITH IN ALLH: Jlat) ~idy 5 dll 1S a3l mle anl ji) & juzas
Anbiya-21:68-70. “They (king Nimrood and his people) said, "Burn him and support your gods - if you are to act.
We [i.e., Allah] said, "O fire, be coolness and safety upon Abraham. And they intended for him a plan [i.e., harm],
but We made them the greatest losers.” — Saheeh International
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(69) Ibrahim for and safefty] cool[nhess] Be O fire We said
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A new life started for Ibrahim. His mission now was to call his people to monotheism. Christianity, Islam, and
Judaism are the Abrahamic religions with the greatest numbers of adherents in the world.

(7): WHY DO WE NEED FAITH? € = (sS &5 i (S Ol aa


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism

Faith provides hope, resilience, and a sense of purpose, particularly during challenging times. Furthermore, faith can be
a source of strength, motivation, and a belief in one's own abilities.

Trials and tribulations are a part of life. We do not like them; we do not like to go through them; but eventually we
accept them. Sometimes, when things don’t go according to plan, we lose faith, not only in ourselves, but also in any
potential outcome in our lives. No one comes to our aid. We become alone and helpless. Our heart plunges into
pangs and pain. Suddenly we feel presence of someone unseen..........

BENEFITS OF FAITH IN LIFE AND AFTER LIFE: il 8 =S tlayl (aa (8835 S 3y g) (e S35

Bagra-2:257. “Allah is the Protector (Wali, Friend, /ncluding the meanings of patron, supporter, benefactor,
guardian, protector, defender and caretaker.) of those who have faith: from the depths of darkness, He will lead
them forth into light. Of those who reject faith the patrons are the Evil Ones: from light they will lead them forth
into the depths of darkness They will be companions of the fire to dwell therein (for ever).” — A. Yusuf Ali
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(are) the evil ones their guardians disbelieve(d) And thosewho [the]light towards [the] darkness from He bringsthemout believeld] (of)thosewho (is the) Protectmg Allah
Guardian
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(are the) Those [the] darkness towards thelight from they bring them out
companions

(257) will abide forever init they (of)theFue
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WHAT IS TAQWA (& 5&):
In the Arabic language, Taqwa (%) literally means to shield, protect, or guard. In the Quran, it describes a state
of "God-consciousness" where a believer remains constantly aware of Allah's presence to protect themselves from
His displeasure or punishment. 138" ~ ¢_pe O o =S calilia b culilia (J3 ine S (558) (558 pe O e
oS ol Sl S5y 5l e B e oS A i (o g S0 a2 S s S il (S ST pmt S
BV PRV LS PR SO
Fear of Allah (Tagwa) in the Quran means having deep awe, consciousness, and reverence for God, which motivates
a believer to obey His commands, avoid forbidden acts, and act righteously to seek His pleasure and avoid His
punishment. It is described as a protective shield, bringing peace, guidance, and a way out of difficulties.
In the Qur’an, a “Muttaqi” (-%%) comes from the root “Taqwa” (&), which means to be conscious of Allah, to fear
Him, and to protect oneself from sin by obedience. & — clhaa S Gua ¢ = M5 —uu (15 98) " (5 985" Jaa) (HER) " ESa" S (e O R
Ul e ol8 Sl i 2 pd S celhal gl (U3 ool (U3
According to the Oxford Dictionary of Islam, the word tagwa and its derivatives appear "more than 250 times" in the Qur'an.
Araf-7:26. “O children of Adam, We have bestowed upon you clothing to conceal your private parts and as
adornment. But the clothing of righteousness - that is the best. That is from the signs of Allah that perhaps they will

remember.” — Saheeh International
4 0\ C O+ A Al 511~ % - @ 2 v £ 1A "z o\ e
A e B QSN BAe) ) AARSSNCS L N VL O\ S AT EY) i &=
(is) from That (is)best that (of) [the] But the clothing and (as)an Y har itcovers clothing toyou We have sentdown Verily (of) Adam O Children
righteousness adornment = . # 5z . 5
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(26) remember so thatthey may (of) Allah (the) Signs
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WHO IS MOTAQQI? ¢ = oS 8
A Muttaqi (sdio) is a person who has Tagwa—that is, deep God-consciousness, awareness, and fear of Allah
that leads them to avoid sin and do what pleases Him. /5 /‘)4‘5‘5"‘"’:’ G by S a1 padidio g e
o Uls A ish (S S (g2 5id o3 (S il sl iy i sliS il s Cigl SA g 5l o uilih
Bagra-2:2-3. “This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah!. Who

believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for them,” [Sahih International]
Footnote-1: Literally, "those who have taqwa," i.e., who have piety, righteousness, fear and love of Allah, and who

take great care to avoid His displeasure.” — Saheeh International i
C e A 02 o for the God- aGuidance init doubt no thebook (is) That
the prayer and establish in the unseen believe Those who (2) conscious
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(3) theyspend We have provided and out of what
them
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Explanation by Yusuf Ali: Footnote : 26. : i axdls ;e o g o 305

Taqwa and the verbs and nouns connected with the root, signify: (1) the fear of God which according to the writer
of Proverbs (i.7) in the Old Testament is the beginning of Wisdom; (2) restraint, or guarding one's tongue, hand,
and heart from evil; (3) hence righteousness, piety good conduct. All these ideas are implied; in the translation,
only one or other of these ideas can be indicated according to the context.
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Footnote : 27: All bounties proceed from God. They may be physical gifts, e.g., food, clothing, houses, gardens,
wealth, etc. or intangible gifts, e.g., influence, power, birth and the opportunities flowing from it, health, talents, etc.
or spiritual gifts, e.g, insight into good and evil, understanding of men, the capacity for love, etc. We are to use all in humility and
moderation. But we are also to give out of every one of them something that contributes to the well-being of others.
Explanation by Maudoodi:
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Imam al Ghazali in his book-( Thya’ Ulum al- Din (Book of Fear and Hope — Kitab al-Khawf wa al-Raja’) divides taqwa into three levels:
‘Taqwa in the Quran has three meanings. First is fear and a sense of awe. The second includes obedience and
worship. Third is freeing the heart from sins, which is the reality and essence of taqwa.
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WORSHIP AND TAQWA: ;318 (laa o S (s o8 g sl
Bagra-2:21. “O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may become

rlghteous (Conscious of Him, Motaqqi).” — Saheeh International
G 2 K e ool Kk of 25 b a0 @k

(21) become righteous so that youmay beforeyou from andthose createdyou theOneWho yourlord worship mankind (e}
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In short: FAITH-49:14-15 + FEAR OF ALLAH-59:18 + RIGHTEOUSNESS-2:177= MOTAQQI-2:2-3.
3-2:2 - 8 =177 2 - )l + 18 :59 - Casa S d) + 15-14 149 - layl :) paise

Meaning of Wealth: Wealth means: "Anything which is useful, directly or indirectly for satisfying human wants”.
Wealth means-Much money or property; great amount of worldly possessions including knowledge; riches.

Let us try to understand the meaning and significance of “righteousness and fear of Allah.”

In the Quran, Tagqwa (God-consciousness/piety) and Righteousness (often referred to as Al-Birr) are deeply
intertwined, with Taqwa acting as the internal catalyst for outward righteous behavior.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOTAQQI AND RIGHTEOUS PERSON: : 3l (le 0 S paddi mlla ) i
WHAT IS RIGHTEOUSNESS (NEKI)? ) ¢ = WSNEKI S

In the Qur’an, righteousness (_sSw /Birr) is not limited to rituals alone, it is a comprehensive way of life
combining faith, character, fear of Allah and actions. S ~ - = G 25330 S Qe g ) Lo (S (e OlA
o dald Jlee ) ) s Sl la S colal e oo =2 S0 ok il

The Quran uses multiple Arabic words which are often translated as “righteous™ in English.



10

The Quran presents righteousness as a multi-dimensional concept that includes righteousness (birr-2:177),
uprightness (salih, 18:107 - #ll=), God-consciousness (tagwa, 2:2-3), excellence (ihsan, 16:128 - (wal), do-gooder
(khyar, 2:148 - ,3), and what is universally recognized as good (ma’ruf, 3:104 - <s5)2%). Each of these terms carries
a unique shade of meaning, shaping a holistic view of what it means to live righteously as a believer in Submission.
Baqra-2:177. “Righteousness (Birr) is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but [true] righteousness is (i) [in]
one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets (ii) and gives (spend) wealth, in spite of love for
it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler, those who ask [for help],(iii) and for freeing slaves; (iv) [and who] establishes
prayer and gives zakah; (v) [those who] fulfill their promise when they promise; (vi) and [those who] are patient in poverty and
hardship (ailments) and during battle (panic). Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the righteous.
(Motaqqun)”[Sahih International]
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Translation by Maudoodi.
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RACE TO ALL THAT IS GOOD - 23 s leal sa 0l 550 0 Sl

Baqgra-2:148. “For each [religious following] is a [prayer] direction toward which it faces. So race to [all that is] good.
Wherever you may be, Allah will bring you forth [for judgement] all together. Indeed, Allah is over all things
competent.” — Saheeh International. [Similar Verse-Maeda-5:48]
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[148) All- Pcwcrful thlng E’very (IS) on Allah Ind EEEI lcgel her (by) Allah you will bring  you will be that Wherever | (to) the good SO race turns towards it he (is) a direction And for everyone
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Thsan (O« — Excellence): Meaning: Doing everything in the best way, as if you see Allah
Nahl-16: 128 “Indeed Allah is with those who fear Him and those who are doers of good.” — Saheeh International
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(128) (are) good-doers [they] andthosewho fear(Him) thosewho (is)with Allah Indeed
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FEAR OF ALLAH: Gig 1S &

The dictionary meaning of piety is: the quality or state of being pious; righteousness by virtue of being pious.
Fear means: an unpleasant emotion caused by the threat of danger, pain, or harm; v: be afraid of (someone or
something) as likely to be dangerous, painful, or harmful.

Fear of Allah (Tagwa) in the Quran means having deep awe, consciousness, and reverence for God, which motivates
a believer to obey His commands, avoid forbidden acts, and act righteously to seek His pleasure and avoid His
punishment. It is described as a protective shield, bringing peace, guidance, and a way out of difficulties.

There are more than ten words for fear mentioned in the Quran, the most common being khawf (<is). Khawf'is the
type of fear you feel when you actually see the upcoming danger and in turn you are afraid of what is coming. For
example when there is a severe weather warning, you see the signs and should prepare. So see the signs Allah ‘azza
wa jall laid out for you in this life and prepare for the next!
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Khashiyah (4x4ad)) means you fear the direct harm of something, like fear of a dog or lio, fearing they bite you.
Tagwa (%) means that you protect yourself, or take precaution out of a certain fear or concern.
The word(s) "fear" appears 296 time(s) in 269 verse(s) in Quran in Abdullah Yusuf Ali translation.

Hashr-59:18. “O you who have believed, fear Allah. And let every soul look to what it has put forth for
tomorrow - and fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is Aware of what you do.” — Saheeh International

Gl W e A & @ OLEE W B G s ke & LA L ol @l

(18) youdo ofwhat (is)All-Aware Allah Indeed Allah andfear fortomorrow it has sent forth what everysoul andletlook Allah Fear believe you (who) o]
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Explanation by Yusuf Ali: Note - 5394

The "fear of Allah" is akin to love; for it means the fear of offending Him or doing anything wrong that will forfeit
His Good Pleasure and entail His punishment. This is Taqgwa, which implies self restraint, guarding ourselves from
all sin, wrong, and injustice, and the positive- doing of good. See ii. 2, and n. 26. [see as mentioned above]

LOOK FORWARD OR ?

2 NG
Maeda-5:35. “O you who have believed, fear Allah and seek the means [of nearness| to Him and strive in His
cause that you may succeed.” [ Sahih International]
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(35) succeed so that you may His way in andstrivehard themeans towardsHim andseek Allah Fear believe who Oyou
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Explanation by Ibn Kathir: Commanding Taqwa, Wasilah, and Jihad:

Sy LT et - B
Allah commands; --- < 1 il gal J""j‘ Ll b
O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah,
Allah commands His faithful servants to fear Him in Taqwa, which if mentioned along with acts of
obedience, it means to refrain from the prohibitions and the prohibited matters. Allah said next,
bl ad Tl
and seek the Wasilah to Him. "Seek the means of approach to Him by obeying Him and performing the acts that please Him."
Translation by Ibn Kathir: Urdu Version:
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Baqra-2:196. “......... And fear Allah and know that Allah is severe in penalty.” — Saheeh International

(196) (in) retribution (is) severe Allah that andknow Allah And fear
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Hajj-22:1. O mankind, fear your Lord. Indeed, the convulsion (violent quak) of the [final] Hour is a terrible
thing.” — Saheeh International
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(1) great (is)athing (of) the Hour (the)convulsion Indeed yourlord Fear Omankind O mankind
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Fear of Allah: <iss S &)
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Isra-17:57. “Those whom they invoke' seek means of access to their Lord, [striving as to] which of them would be
nearest, and they hope for His mercy and fear His punishment. Indeed, the punishment of your Lord is ever feared.”
[ Saheeh International.] Footnotel. Among the righteous of Allah's creation, such as angels, prophets, deceased scholars, etc.
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which of them the means of access theirLord to seek they call whom Those

- z - 1 - P 5

Y i pra (4% o A A ’v T\ P Are e T2 5. s -3

i Daioa 4 35 Sle ol 7438 NS ey evesst Oey ey

(57) (ever)feared s (of))/o:rLord (the) punishment Indeed His punishment and fear  (for) His mercy and they hope (is) nearest
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Imran-3:175. “That is only Satan who frightens [you] of his supporters. So fear them not, but fear Me, if you are
[indeed] believers ” — Saheeh International.
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(175) believers youare if butfearMe fearthem So(do)not (of) hisallies frightens (you) theShalta.’m that (it |s)only
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Khashyah (443) — Fear with knowledge:
Fatir-35:28. “And among people and moving creatures and grazing livestock are various colors similarly. Only

those fear (yakhsha) Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might
and Forgiving.” [ Sahih Internatlonal]
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(28) Oft-Forgiving (is) All-Mighty Allah Indeed  thosewhohave  Hisslaves among Allah  fear
knowledge ———

(Fati-35 29)0 %, el f| hg —,;r“d;:?U;z.,-h.misiuf.i/r_.arfﬂg- gé..e’:.i’;,ﬂcuﬂ AL S L Aeb
WHO IS WORST CREATURE IN SIGHT OF ALLAH? € = ¢3S (513 (5% (e SBI S 4
THE LOWEST OF THE LOW PERSON: (aid ¢ i (54
Al-Tin, 95:4-6. “We have indeed created man in the best of moulds(form). Then do We abase (reduce) him (to be)
the lowest of the low. Except such as believe and do righteous deeds: for they shall have a reward unfailing.”
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(5) (of the) low (tothe) lowest We returned him Then (4) mould (the)best in man  Wecreated Indeed

¢ xa %o »37 Gt el e < Ze Z
I < e N NP R M !
‘\\} ,/‘ ending never (isa)reward thenforthem righteousdeeds anddo believe thosewho Except
(6)

Onflne L LUiE Hor b igu iz Op Se U AOV gLy Ao R0

CREATION OF HUMANS (Sajda-32:7-8)
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THE LOWEST OF THE LOW PERSON (TIN-95:4.6) R — A p—— .
SINERS AND EVIL DOERS THE NOBLE PERSON({-Hujurat-49:13)

FIOUS AND RIGHTEOUS PERSONS(Baqra-2:177)
Araf-7:179. “Many are the Jinns and men We have made for Hell: They have hearts wherewith they understand not

eyes wherewith they see not and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle nay more misguided.: for they are
heedless (of warning).”  [Yusuf Ali]
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withthem theysee (but)not (are)eyes and forthem withthem theyunderstand (but)not (are)hearts Forthem andmen thejinn of many forHell We havecreated And certainly
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(179) (are) the heedless they Those (are) more astray they nay (are)like cattle Those withthem theyhear (but)not (are)ears and forthem
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Hijr-15:49-50. “[O Muhammad], inform My servants that it is I who am the Forgiving, the Merciful. And that it
is My punishment which is the painful punishment.” — Saheeh International.
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(50) the most painful (is) the punishment it My punishment Andthat (49) the Most Merciful the Oft-Forgiving lam that| Myslaves Inform
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Meaning of Sin and Evil: = S ) 1 sl ol
Feature Sin (e.g., Dhanb, Ithm) Evil (e.g., Sharr, Sayyi’ah)

Perspective A transgression against God's Will. A violation of moral standards or natural goodness.

Punishments for sins and Evils:

(i). Greed. :&@¥  Hell. Lail-92:8-11 (ii). Lying and Deceiving: :~Ss3 s Sisen

Curse-Imran-3:61. Hell-Nisa-4:145. (iii). Pride. :1= S »83

Hell- Zummar-39.72. (iv) Criminals, Sinners: Hell- Zukhruf-43:74. (v). Disobeying Allah-Hell- Jinn- 72:23. (vi)
Breaking Ties. Hell-Raad-13:25. Cruelty and wrong doers-Disgrace and severe punishment after life-Maeda-5:33

WHAT IS THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH (4} La,)? ¢ = LS Lay S 4

Meaning of Rida Allah — 4 L=, in Arabic language?

Root Meaning of “Rida” (Ux)): The word Ua ) (Rida) comes from the Arabic root s-o=-0 (R-D-W / R-D-Y).
Basic meanings in Arabic: To be pleased; To be satisfied; To approve of something. =S ¢U s (yiakas ¢Uss 552
L s shie S e

The pleasure of Allah (Arabic: Rida Allah — dll Lo,) in the Qur'an means that Allah is satisfied with a person’s
faith, actions, character, and intentions and accepts them with approval, mercy, and reward. It is the highest
success a human being can achieve—greater even than worldly rewards and Paradise itself.
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THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH IS THE SUPREME ATTAINMENT: : = ji 5 — <o U S Juals (53538 3 S dl)
Tauba-9:72. “Allah hath promised to believers men and women gardens under which rivers flow to dwell therein
and beautiful mansions in gardens of everlasting bliss. But the greatest bliss is_the Good Pleasure of Allah: that is
the supreme felicity (achievement).” — A. Yusuf Ali.
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(72) great [(is)thesuccess it  That (is)greater Allah of But the pleasure (of) everlasting biiss
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EXPLANATION: In this verse, Allah mentions Paradise (Jannah) first—its beauty, eternal life, and blessings. Then
He says: (¥ “But the pleasure of Allah is greater” (581 & (s )34 ))
This shows: (i) Even Jannah, with all its delights, is not the ultimate reward. (ii) The greatest reward is Allah being
pleased with a person. Allah’s pleasure is higher, deeper, and more lasting than physical or material blessings.
Explanation by Ibn Kathir:

Allah said next, - O8Il e (G pm s

But the greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah, meaning, Allah's pleasure is more grand, greater and better
than the delight the believers will be enjoying (in Paradise).

Maeda-5:119. “Allah will say, "This is the Day when the truthful will benefit from their truthfulness." For them are
gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever, Allah being pleased with them, and
they with Him. That is the great attainment (success). [Sahih International]
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withthem Allah ispleased forever init willabide therivers underneathit from flows (are)Gardens Forthem their truthfulness the truthful will proht Day This Allah  Will say
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(119) (the) great (is) the success That with Him and they are pleased
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WHO IS THE MOST NOBLE PERSON IN SIGHT OF ALLAH? /58 (add iy 38 s o e Lk (S 4

The Qur’an gives a very clear and powerful answer to this question.
The most noble person is the righteous (Motaqqi). -— e s> o5 Y5 S je 00l j —w
Hujurat-49:13. “O mankind! indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples and tribes
that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble (honoured) of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous' of
you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Aware.” [Sahech International]. Footnote-1: Taqwa = Fear of Allah, guarding
one's tongue, hand, and heart from evils + Righteousness.
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(13) All-Aware  All- Knower (is) Allah Indeed most (is the) Allah near mostnoble (the) Indeed
righteous of you of you
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NOTE: The dictionary meaning of piety is dutiful devotion to God and observance of religious principles.
Taubal-9:4: “......... Indeed, Allah loves the r1ghte0us [who fear Him]. — Saheeh International.
o) \:/"/*) \ :’,f: il :)'.2
(4) the righteous loves Allah Indeed ,
HOW TO SEEK THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH: Sla S Jals S Lo S 4
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TAQWA, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH:
23S Ol S Ly (S A gl Sl (sl
The relationship between the pleasure of Allah (Rida Allah) and piety (Taqwa / <S¢é)) is very deep and direct in the Qur’an. In
simple terms:
(% Tagwa is the path, and the pleasure of Allah is the destination. — Jjie (53 sids3 Sall 5l il (5 685
In Islam, seeking the pleasure of Allah (Ridwan Allah) is considered the highest goal of a believer's life. It is a continuous
]ourney of purifying one's heart and aligning every action with the Divine Will.
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Baiyinah-98:7-8. “Indeed, they who have believed and done righteous deeds - those are the best of creatures. Their reward
with their Lord will be gardens of perpetual residence beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever, Allah being
pleased with them and they with Him. That is for whoever has feared his Lord.” — Saheeh International. ”
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(8) hislord feared (is) for whoever That withHim  andthey (willbe)  withthem Allah (will be) pleased forever therein will abide
— pleased
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Rum-30:38. “So give your close relatives their due, as well as the poor and the "needy” traveller. That is best for
those who seek the pleasure of Allah,' and it is they who will be successful.” [Khattab]
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(38) (are) the successful they Andthose (of) Allah (the) Countenance desire for those who (is) best That andthewayfarev and the wayfarer and the poor hisright the relative the relative So give
ones -
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Translation by Maudoodi:
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Baqra-2:195. “And spend in the way of Allah and do not throw [yourselves] with your [own] hands into destruction

[by refraining]. And do good; indeed, Allah loves the doers of good.” — Saheeh International
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(195) the good-doers loves Allah mdeed Anddogood [lhe]des!rucnon into  [with your hands] throw(yourselves) and (do) not (of) Allah (the)way in And spend
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BRIEF:
THE NOBLE PERSON (49:13) = MOTAQQI ALLAH BEING PLEASED WITH THEM (98:7-8)

(98:7-8) = =0 o O 4 = (e = (49:13) padd ) e

FAITH-49:14-15 + FEAR OF ALLAH-59:18 + RIGHTEOUSNESS-2:177= MOTAQQI-2:2-3.

3-2:2 G5 =177 :2- S8+ 18159 - a8l + 15-14 140 - (e
THINK: Observe the above verses. Human beings who live a life of (i) faith and (ii) piety-taqwa and (iii) good deed justify the
purpose of their probation here in this life. They attain the fulfilment of their highest hopes (Allah pleasure) in this life and after
life. The Good Pleasure of Allah is the final Bliss of Salvation. Thus, only three factors-faith, taqwa and righteousness lead to
attain God pleasure and salvation. Righteousness means: ...... spending wealth in the way of Allah (2:177).
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BENEFITS OF TAQWA (FEAR OF ALLAH) IN LIFE: il 88 S (=3 —w 4) (s 685 (e (K835

(i): Anfal-8:29. “O you who have believed, if you fear Allah, He will grant you a criterionl and will remove from you your

misdeeds (all evils that may afflict you) and forgive you. And Allah is the possessor of great bounty.” — Saheeh International.

Footnote — 1. By which to judge between truth (right) and falsehood(wrong). Also interpreted as a "way out" of difficulties.
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and forgive your evildeeds fromyou andwillremove acriterion you Hewillgrant Allah youfear If believe  who O you
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9) the Great Bounty (of) the Possessor (is) And Allah  you
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FRIENDS OF ALLAH: g3 S 4

(i1): Jathiyah -45:19. “Indeed, they will never avail you against Allah at all. And indeed, the wrongdoers are allies of one
another; but Allah is the protector of the righteous.” — Saheeh International. (See also Baqra-2:257 and Imran-3:68)
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(19) (of) the nghteous (is the) Protector and Allah (of) others (are) allies some of them the
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NO FEAR NO GRIEF IN LIFE::a& A g S (e S35

(iii): Yunus-10-62-64. “Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear nor shall they grieve; Those who
believe and (constantly) guard against evil (have tagwa, yattagoona). For them are Glad Tidings (good news) in the
life of the Present and in the Hereafter: no change can there be in the Words of Allah. This is indeed the supreme
Felicity. (triumph).” — [A. Yusuf Ali]
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(63) conscious (of Allah) andare believe Thosewho (62) will grieve lhey andnot uponthen fear (there willbe)no (of) Allah (the)friends Indeed No doubt
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(64} the great thesuccess is  That (of) Allah (isthere)inthe change No theHereafter andin (of)theworld thelife in (are) the glad tidings For them
‘Words
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Actions that increase your Rizq (Wealth)::ox =5 S Adlal (e 35, S @l sa Jlas) o
(iv): Talaq-65:2-3. “And for those who fear Allah He (ever) prepares a way out. And He provides for him from (sources)

he never could imagine. And if anyone puts his trust in Allah sufficient is (Allah) for him. For Allah will surely
accomplish His purpose: verily for all things has Allah appointed a due proportion.” — A. Yusuf Ali
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Allah upon puts his trust And whoever hethinks not where from | And He will provide (2) awayout forhim Hewill make Allah fears And whoever
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(3) ameasure thing for every Allah hasset Indeed His purpose (wnl)acké'omphsh Allah Indééc (is) sumc.\ent forhim then He
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GOOD AND PURE LIFE: (&35 0 5S4 Jg) 42
(v)Nahal-16:97. “Whoever works righteousness man or woman and has faith verily to him will We give a new life, a

life that is good and pure (in this world) and We will bestow on such their reward according to the best of their
actions (hereafter).” [Yusuf Ali]
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(97) do they used (to) of what to (the) best their reward and We will pay good alife then surely We will
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Taqwa, Piety Leads to Paradise:: = s 2 cish S cia 5 &5 (5ol

(vi): Emran:3:198: On the other hand, for those who fear (taqwa) their Lord, are Gardens, with rivers flowing
beneath; therein are they to dwell (for ever),- a gift from the presence of Allah; and that which is in the presence of
Allah is the best (bliss) for the righteous.” - —[ A. Yusuf Ali]
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underneath them from flows (willbe) Gardens forthem theirLord fear those who But
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(198) for the righteous (is) best Allah (is) with And what Allah [near] from ahospitality init will abide forever the rivers
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[llama Igbal writes:

Haath Hai Allah Ka Banda e Momin Kaa Hath
Ghalib-o-Kaar Afreen, Kaar Kusha, Kaar Saaz
Hand of Momin in reality is the Hand of God himself
It is dominant, extremely skilled, resourceful and supreme
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